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HALL CENTENARY 

Chingford Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society 
Founded in 1945 

It is with great pride and                 
pleasure that the CADOS                 
Committee present this                   
souvenir to mark the centenary 
of the wonderful community 
venue, Mornington Hall. 

As part of our commemorations, 

we secured a generous grant 

from Waltham Forest’s ‘Make It 

Happen’ initiative. This enabled 

us to research into the hall’s his-

tory and commission a film-maker 

and writer to create a short                   

documentary and a play-script 

that aim to capture the way the 

hall has been used over the                      

decades and what it has meant to 

our local Chingford Community. 

CADOS continues to rely upon 

the dedicated voluntary efforts of 

its members to maintain the hall 

for use as a performance space 

and a venue for local groups. We 

hope this anniversary will raise 

awareness of the importance of 

these community spaces and               

ensure that they are treasured  

and invested in for many more 

decades to come . 
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This brochure has been created by 
CADOS as a souvenir for the occasion 
of the 100th Anniversary of                               
Mornington Hall. It captures some of 
the research undertaken into the                           
history of the hall between 1924-
2024.  Thanks go to the London Bor-
ough of Waltham Forest and the 
‘Make It Happen’ Grant that has 
supported these commemorations 
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1920s / 1930s 



 

MORNINGTON SCHOOL 

A SCHOOL FOR CHINGFORD’S GIRLS & BOYS 

 

 

Mornington School, later known as                 
Mornington Hall, was erected at the end of 
Green Walk in 1924. The Chingford                       
Historical Society records show that the 
school, if not the Hall, was in existence                 
earlier.  
They have found reference that pupils                          
performed a clever and pretty dance in                        
character costume in the Church Hall in the 
Ridgeway and the United Services Club in 
1921, and in 1923 there was a floral display at 
the Jubilee Retreat where pupils from the 
school entertained with dancing.  
The school was promoted as taking children 
from 3 years old and offering ‘groundwork’ for 
Public and Secondary School as well as 
‘character training and happiness’, and a range 
of activities including tennis, netball, hockey, 
cricket, swimming and summer excursions to 
places of interest. 
Emphasis was placed on the qualifications of 
the Mistresses and inclusivity (something very 
much valued within the use of the hall today),  
due to moderate fees that were charged. 

Page 4 May 2024 

Photo circa 1918 showing the site for what would later be Mornington School 

1930s advert for the new school 



Sources show how 
the school took 

pride in developing 
pupils for enrolment  

in Woodford High 
School,                             

Walthamstow High 
School, Bancrofts 

School and George 
Monoux Grammar 

School, and quotes 
the figure of 90               
pupils gaining                 
places in these 

prestigious                                   
establishments.    
The main hall is                       
created for the               

classroom areas, with 
an additional building 

being added as a 
school house for the 

two Mistresses at 
some point after 

1930. 
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MORNINGTON SCHOOL 

THE SCHOOL BUILDING OPENS IN 1924 

Ariel photograph of Chingford Green from 
1928 showing the Mornington School building 

A further photograph of the school                           
from 1930  

The school is equipped for the modern 20th Century                    
era and promotes the installation of electric light and                  

central heating, all of which has required much                         
maintenance 100 years later. 



 

MURIEL NIX, THE HEADMISTRESS  

A GOOD GROUND WORK IN EDUCATION 

Teacher registration      
records show that prior 
to running Mornington 
School, Muriel Nix was 
an Assistant Mistress 
from 1912 at the Royal 
Infant Orphanage in  
Wanstead (having left 
Cardiff School for Girls). 
She then became Head                     
Mistress there for from 
1918-1920.                           
Donald Grist’s 1974 book 
‘A Victorian Charity’,          
describes experiences of 
life in the orphanage, 
(previously known as    
Wanstead Infant Orphan 
Society). 

The orphanage and school 
was divided into separate 
areas for boys and girls 
with Miss Nix overseeing 
the Matron and other staff 
who undertook the care 
and education of the            
female pupils. In the book 
an ‘old girl’ recalls how the 
curriculum ran parallel to 
the boys with the basics of 
English, Geography,                    
History and Mathematics 
alongside cooking,                 
needlework, laundry                                 
management, music,                
gardening, gymnastics, 
swimming, hockey, tennis 
and croquet and describes 

this as a ‘good ground 
work in education’. It is 
clear that Muriel carried 
these educational ideas 
forward when she set up 
Mornington School a few 
years later. 
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WANSTEAD ROYAL INFANT ORPHANAGE 

A BLUEPRINT FOR A SCHOOL 
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During Muriel Nix’s                
tenure, as Headmistress, 
Edith Hunt became one 
of her staff members.          
Donald Grist’s book paints 
some vivid pictures of life 
at the school that clearly 
informed the plans for the 
subsequent Mornington 
School.                          
The girl's playground is     
described as including an 
area of grass with swings 
and a see-saw.           
Meals in the dining hall 
were listed as: breakfast 
and tea consisting of bread 
and dripping with watered 
milk or cocoa and set 

meals each day of the 
week including: cold meat, 
beetroot and stewed      
rhubarb; stew and potato 
and bread & butter                      
pudding; roast beef with 
greens and rice pudding; 
roast mutton, boiled rice, 
haricot beans and plain 
suet pudding with golden 
syrup.                                   
Anecdotes include:   
 

Two boys found in girls 
classroom who were              
given twelve strokes on 
their bare behinds and  
given one week’s              
ostracism from their                       
fellows. 

Prize Day, where awards 
were given for Oxford                
Examinations and                        
successes in the Wanstead 
Industrial and Art                            
Exhibition. A band played 
on the lawn and after tea 
boys were allowed to                  
mingle freely with the girls.  
 

Miss Smith, a Head                  
Mistress, prior to Miss 
Nix’s appointment was 
forced to leave after ‘a 
scandalous state of affairs’ 
around her association with 
Captain Martin. Miss               
Kerswell was reprimanded 
for gossiping and ‘branding 
both with the stigma’. 



MISS HUNT, A SCHOOL MISTRESS 

THE PREFERED TEACHER 

A number of photographs exist 
of the staff at the orphanage. 
They slightly pre-date the time 
of Muriel and Edith, but give an 
idea of the presentation of 
teachers at the time. Queen 
Mary visited at the time when   
Muriel was Headmistress and 
thus the school gained its royal 
title.                                                            
Miss Hunt is given a particular 
mention in further recollections 
from Grist’s book:                                                           
“My formal education began                
under Miss Hunt aided by an 
even stricter disciplinarian Miss 
Kerswell. I do not remember 
learning to read but I know I was 
expected to reproduce in my 
copybook letters and maxims in 
the copperplate writing of the 
time. Few of the maxims have 
remained with me, but I do not 
think I shall ever free myself 
from their pressure and                   
urgency. My friends say my  
writing is almost unreadable. 
Details of the very elementary 
arithmetic I must have learned 
escape me except the chant of 
the multiplication table. I have 
an impression that I preferred 
Miss Hunt to Miss Kerswell”. 
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Queen Mary’s visit to the orphanage 1920 

Matron and staff – circa 1900-1910    

Miss Dalley, the Matron, and her Junior                   
Female Staff – circa 1910 



 

WANSTEAD ROYAL INFANT ORPHANAGE 

CHARACTER BUILDING  
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Muriel Nix taught at the orphanage from 1912 and no doubt developed her educational 
ethos in readiness for headship and then setting up her own school.                                                 

Photos clockwise from top left: 1909 laundry class, 1843 illustration of the original                     
orphanage, 1911 Prize Day, 1920 Nursery class, 1910 Dining Hall,1909 Junior Girl’s          

Classroom, 1909 Cookery class,  
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1920s / 1930s 

Muriel Nix 



A PAIR OF SINGLE MINDED WOMEN  

Edith was born in Dover in 1876 and 
was the daughter of an insurance 
agent. Both she and her elder sister, 
Gertrude became teachers and neither 
of them was married 

Edith was a school mistress at                  
Wanstead Infant Orphanage from the   
early 1900s, when she was in her 30s and 
her time there coincided with Muriel Nix. 
Her description as being a preferred 
teacher is maybe what drew Muriel                       
towards forming a professional partner-
ship with her  

The census in 1921 (after Muriel’s                 
headship ended and before the plans for 
Mornington School were in place) shows 
them both as visitors at a house 17                
Cranworth Gardens in Brixton. Both of 
them would have been in their 40s and 
are indicated as being single, with their 
occupations as school mistresses.  

In 1924, Edith opens Mornington School 
as co-principal along with Muriel. Kelly’s                 
directory in 1925 shows her also living 
with Muriel at ‘Heydor’ in Endlebury Road, 
Chingford and her O (occupation’) as                
being at Mornington School. The                           
advertisements for the school during the 
1930s show that both women were clearly 
proud of the varied education they offered, 
as well as the number of pupils who they 
were able to assist into carrying on to              
secondary and public schools  

At the start of WW2 in the 1939 census, 
she is shown as living in Endlebury Road 
with Muriel, but at some point it seems 
she returned to what is likely to be her                     
family home with her sister Gertrude in 
Egham, Surrey.  

Records have not revealed how she spent 
her retirement years, but her will shows 
acknowledgement of her years spent with 
Muriel. 

Edith died in 1954 at the age of 78. 
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Muriel was born in Eastbourne in 1880,  
4 years after Edith. He father, John, 
was a jeweller and she had a brother 
Bertram. It seems she may have been 
educated at a boarding school in               
Camberwell, South London and                    
records from 1895 also indicate she 
was a pupil at Warden Court Girls 
School in Cuckfield, Sussex  

There is reference to her teaching in               
Cardiff , Monmouthshire in 1911 and then 
at Wanstead Infant Orphange in 1912, 
where she met Edith. In 1918, she                      
became Headmistress. A previous                        
Headmistress, Miss Smith, appears to 
have left under a cloud amidst some 
‘scandalous’ circumstances and Muriel 
took charge for two years until 1920. 

It is not clear what Muriel did in the                          
intervening 4 years until the opening of 
Mornington School; perhaps the planning 
of this venture dominated her time. 

The school was taken over by Chingford 
Urban District Council in 1939. This                   
coincides with the publication of her                 
children’s book ‘Mrs Winkle and Other     
stories’ published by A.H. Stockwell; a 
copy of which resides in the British Library 

She was back in Eastbourne during the 
war and a copy of the Eastbourne Herald 
from 1957 refers to her wartime activities 
involving her support for the Women’s 
Voluntary Service by changing the win-
dow displays in their HQ “to draw atten-
tion to some of the many activities of the 
women in the familiar green uniform”. 

Remaining creative and with the                           
development of children still in mind, she 
was a contributor to the ‘Swift’ Annuals in 
the 1950s which contained stories and          
articles for a young readership. 

This full and fulfilling life ended in 1979, 
when Muriel died in Eastbourne on 24th 
September. 

WE OWE THIS PLACE TO THEM 



EDITH MARGARET HUNT 

 

Edith was born on the 16th October 
1876 at 35 Winchelsea Street,                   
Hougham in Kent.  

Her will shows her residing at 41 Grange 
Road, Egham in Surrey along with her                   
sister Gertrude. There are no records of 
Edith marrying or having children.                           
Although, it is not known exactly what  
happened to Edith after her time at                 
Mornington School (which would have 
closed when Edith was in her 70s), its is 
clear that her bond with Muriel remained 
strong from their time teaching together, as 
Edith leaves part of her monies to ‘her 
friend’, then living in Eastbourne.  
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41 Grange Road, Egham, Surrey 

35 Winchelsea Street, Hougham, Kent 

EDITH’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE 1876 

EDITH’S WILL 1953 

Edith retired 
to her home in 

Surrey.                     
It seems fitting 

that the                 
modest                  

bungalow has 
something of 

the look of 
Mornington 

Hall about it . 



 

MURIEL GRACE NIX  
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Muriel was born 20th September 1880 at                
6 Terminus Place, Eastbourne.                  

After Mornington School closed, she focused 
her attentions on being a short story writer, 
with her imaginative tales aimed at young                
children. 

Her will showed that she had returned to live in 
Eastbourne at 20 Derwent Road.   

It is a ten minute walk to the seafront; possibly 
an  inspiration for her ‘Mrs Winkle’ tale. Muriel 
died on 24th September 1979. 

6 Terminus Place, Eastbourne. 
The upstairs is currently and                     

appropriately a Children’s Health 
Centre 

 

20 Derwent Road, Eastbourne 

MURIELS BIRTH CERTIFICATE 1880 

MURIEL’S WILL 1978 



 

MURIEL G. NIX  
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As well as publishing her   
‘Mrs Winkle and other stories’ 

collection, Muriel is also 
credited as one of the story 

authors in the 1958/59 edition 
of the Swift Annual: an an-
thology of stories, articles, 

hobbies and jokes. It is inter-
esting to wonder which of the 
titles listed is penned by her. 

STORYTELLER AND PUBLISHED AUTHOR 

The British Library 1939 copy of Muriel’s 48 
page collection of short stories for children   

featuring animals, fairies, magic and mermaids. 
It is very likely she created and told these to the                    

Mornington School children 



MRS WINKLE  

A TALE FROM THE SEASIDE 
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Muriel’s early life was spent by the coast in 
Sussex, so it is no surprise that the title 
story from her collection is inspired by the 
magic of the sea.  

A number of curiosities in the area were folly-
style buildings ornately decorated with shells. 
Including Goodwood House in Chichester and 
Pitshill House in Petworth (illustrated above). 

When Muriel created her heroine as a 
96 year old, little did she know that 
she herself would live well into her 
late nineties. The care with which Mrs 
Winkle builds her house of shells, 
echoes the creativity and dedication 
Muriel herself seemed to                           
demonstrate in her long life. 



 

KELLY’S DIRECTORY 1925 

THE SCHOOL IS LISTED 
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The School is 
also listed in that 

year’s Index of 
Businesses also 

1925 Kelly’s Directory Street Index shows Mornington 
School in the Green Walk listed for the first time 



‘HEYDOR’ AND THE DEVERELLS 

A LINK TO THE WAR MEMORIAL 

Page 17 May 2024 

‘Heydor’, Endlebury Road is also                    
referred to in the Chingford War             
Memorial records as previously  

- is this     

‘Heydor’? 

One of the 1930s houses in         
Endlebury Road  

belonging to Thomas Deverell,                     
who can be found as listed as 

a chartered Civil Engineer 

Chingford War Memorial 

The 1939 Census, which lists ’Heydor’ Endlebury Road, Chingford as the                      
residence of Edith and Muriel. This house name is no longer recorded but is                   

possibly one of the remaining houses between Warren Road and the footpath   
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1940s 

Mornington Hall as a WW2 British Restaurant 

Chingford’s ARP Wardens 



A WARTIME RESOLUTION 

AN HQ FOR THE ARP WARDENS 

Council Minutes from 1939 show the    
resolution that Mornington School will be 
used to accommodate the Air Raid                    
Precautions Department. 
Muriel Nix and Edith Hunt, as proprietors 
were to be compensated £100 each year 
The book ’ Chingford At War’ was                    
published by Chingford Borough Council in 
1946 to record the work of the Civil                    
Defence Services including the ARP             
Wardens. In his forward to the book, the 
Mayor at the time, Alderman P. S. Powell 
described how ‘Chingford did not escape 
and today we mourn 103 of our                   
townsfolk who died of enemy air attack’. 
He also gave thanks to all ‘either in              
uniform or out of uniform, who strove so 
gallantly and so successfully, to minimise 
as far as was humanely possible the sad 
effects of such devastating and                                  
indiscriminate warfare’. 
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By S Warburton, with permission from 
LBWF Council and Vestry House Museum 



 

CHINGFORD AT WAR 

ALWAYS TIME FOR A PANTO 
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From ‘Chingford At War’ 
The Wardens Service in Chingford was 
formed in 1938, from volunteers enrolled in 
response to an appeal by the Government, 
through the Local Authority, for volunteers 
for the various services which were to be 
set up in the Borough in connection with 
the Air Raid Precautions Scheme. During 
the winter of 1938-39 most of the enrolled 
members of the Warden’s Service received 
their first basic training in anti-gas and                
other air raid precautions, a number of the 
original Wardens being included in the first 
class prior to the outbreak of war to qualify 
as instructors. 
During the early part of 1939 the Wardens 
Service was considerably extended by    
volunteers enrolled in connection with                   
National Service Week. Just prior to the 
outbreak of war the Service numbered 
some one thousand volunteers, many lady 
members being included in this figure.        
During the summer 1939 approval was               
given by the Government for the erection of 
Wardens" Posts in the Borough, and the 
service was organised on a district basis 
under the Chief Warden, Deputy Chief 
Warden, and four District Wardens,                     
together with twenty four Post Wardens 
and their deputies. In the last few days be-
fore the outbreak of hostilities on              
instructions from the Government, the     
Wardens' Service and other branches of 
the Civil Defence (General) Services of the 
Borough, were put on a wartime footing, 
and came into operation. Rotas of duty 
were formed and the Warden’s Posts were 
manned. 
In the early days of the war the Wardens 
were called upon to assist the Police           
Authorities in the enforcement of the black 
out regulations and these duties continued 
until the regulations were relaxed when the 
end of the hostilities in Europe was in 
sight.. Almost every member of the Warden 
Service undertook specialised training in 
Incident Control and many members under-
took special training in Decontamination, 

Bomb Reconnaissance and                  
Resuscitation. 
In spite of their many duties, time was 
found to organise a social side, which 
included the Chingford Warden’s Cricket 
Club which provided relaxation to many 
who were interested in that particular 
sport. In addition, the Warden’s Service 
through the Darts Club, ran an inter-
Post competition which competed                      
annually for the Gillham Cup. 
The Service organised annually from 
1942 onwards a Christmas Party for the 
children of members of the Civil                      
Defence Services of the Borough. The 
parties were held at the Wellington                    
Avenue School, and each year a panto-
mime was given, the cast being drawn 
from the members of the Warden’s                  
Service. At Christmas 1942. ‘Aladdin’ 
was produced and presented to the                   
children, the performance being                 
repeated in the evening for the adults. 
In 1943, ‘Dick Whittington’  was the 
choice, and a special performance was 
given in aid of the Connaught Hospital; 
and an amount of £50 was raised. This 
as followed in 1944 by ‘Puss in Boots’ 
and in addition to performances given to 
the children of the Borough and adults, 
special performances of the pantomime 
were given to various Army units in the 
area, to war factories, and to members 
of the Civil Defence Services at               
Waltham Holy Cross, and Chigwell. 

The Warden’s 1944 production of ‘Puss 
In Boots’. CADOS continues the tradition 

of panto performances to this day 



CHINGFORD AT WAR 

SHARING THE SPACE 

In 1941, the council further 
recommended that the 
Hall continues to be used 
for the Warden’s Service   

Minutes from the Essex/
Waltham Forest Council 
meeting on 21st  October 
1941 refer to the Muriel and 
Edith wanting to share the 
use of the hall with the War-
den’s and the               
Women’s Voluntary Service, 
in order to continue with the 
teaching of a small number 
of pupils. It is interesting to 
imagine how this shared use 
might have worked in                    
practice. 
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Queen Mary’s visit to the orphanage 1920 

The Chingford Women’s Voluntary Service who shared the use of the Hall 



 

CHINGFORD AT WAR 
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British Restaurants were communal kitchens created during WW2 to help people 
who had been bombed out of their homes, had run out of ration coupons or                

otherwise needed help.  

Originally called ‘Community Feeding Centres’, the name British Restaurants was cho-
sen by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. They were set up by the Ministry of 

Food and run by local government or voluntary agencies. Meals were sold for a set 
maximum price of 9d or less. No-one could be served with a meal of more than one 

serving of meat, game, poultry, fish, eggs, or cheese. By mid-1941, over two hundred 
British Restaurants operated in the London County Council area, and the Wartime So-
cial Survey conducted in 1942 - 43 indicated they were more popular in London than in 

the rest of the country. By 1943, there were some two thousand British Restaurants 
across the country, serving around 600,000 meals per day. 

A BRITISH RESTAURANT 

Council Minutes from 16th July 1941 show                           
that there are other British Restaurants in 

Chingford  but none to serve the                                          
Friday Hill Estate 

Minutes from the 17th December 1941 show 
the first discussion about requisitioning of 

Mornington School for use as a                                        
British Restaurant’ 

An example of a British Restaurant 



CHINGFORD AT WAR 

A BRITISH RESTAURANT 
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An example of a British Restaurant menu 

Despite sharing their building for a time with the Wardens and WVS, and Muriel and 
Edith’s resistance to the possibility of requisition as British Restaurant, it became                     

inevitable that the Council would have the plans approved and the Town Clerk and the                  
Borough Engineer submitted their plans and estimates to convert it from a school 



 

ALMOST A THEATRE 

1948 PROPOSAL TO ADAPT THE HALL 
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Property title registers show that by May 
1949 the property had transferred from 
the original proprietors Edith and Muriel to 
the Chingford Aldermen and Burgesses 

Had local decisions been different 
the Hall might have been used for 
amateur drama 50 years earlier than 
it eventually was.                                                   

In 1948 The Council Entertainments 
Committee is discussing how local               
societies can be accommodated for 
performances and proposes a block 
booking at Chingford County High 
School as well as suggesting that 
Mornington Hall be adapted into a              
theatre. Clearly there was a debate as 
the records (right) show the various 
considerations between maintaining it 
as a catering facility or letting it out as 
a venue for performances.  

THE TITLE CHANGES  
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1960s 



 

SCHOOL DINNERS  

CHOCOLATE SPONGE & WHITE SAUCE 
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The council decided to keep the hall as a venue for catering 
within the borough. Many Chingford residents have                      
childhood memories of the hall being used as the place 
where they went for their school lunches.  

Several primary schools would walk their classes                                      
in threes ‘crocodile’ fashion to the hall for a hot                                                    
meal. Classic 1960s dishes feature fondly                                                      
in several recollections, with chocolate 
sponge and white sauce and prunes                                                              
with pink custard being mentioned 
with a smile by one resident.  
Another described that as a                                                                
post-war child who moved                                                                                
from Silvertown this was                                                                                     
the best meal of his day.                             

Carol Mills,                      
CADOS member 
and Chingford                        
resident, has a 
distinct memory 
of her son Trevor 
and his                      
reaction to the 
school dinners at 
Mornington Hall. 

Teachers told her 
that during the 
lunch time walk, 
Trevor had made 
his feelings known 
by sitting down in 
the middle of                      
Station Road and 
refusing to move. 

Trevor was only 
persuaded to get 
up by the                         
reassurance that 
he would no                     
longer have to 
have his lunches 
there. Instead his 
father, who 
worked nearby, 
would turn up on 
his motorbike and 
Trevor would                       
contentedly eat his 
sandwiches from 
the bikes sidecar. 
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1970s - 1990s 

Children’s Party, with entertainer Ray Reynolds, circa 1970 

The Hall in 1992 



 

HALL FOR HIRE 

A PLACE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
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For the next three decades, the hall was 
hired out by Chingford council for events 
and parties.  

During this time, Ray Reynolds, worked as a 
DJ and entertainer and recalled many             
children’s parties (where his monkey puppet 
went down well), 18th and 21st celebrations 
as well as other milestone birthdays and an-
niversaries. To this day, the hall is in great 
demand for use by families and groups who 
want to mark their special occasions. 

1971 – picture courtesy of Darren Vidler (son of Linda Vidler)  Darren with friends                   
at a playgroup Easter Party  



 HALL FOR HIRE  

A PLACE FOR FITNESS AND WELLBEING 

Page 29 May 2024 

Doug in ‘Hanumanasana’ pose, circa 1985 

Chingford resident, Barbara Ives, remembers  
attending yoga sessions held at the hall  during 
the 1980s.  

Sessions were run by Doug Dyas (pictured above) 
and then by Barbara herself. The association of the 

hall with health and        
fitness continues.                       
Barbara, still attends the 
Weds Tai Chi sessions 
and Yoga, Fitsteps, 
Zumba, Folk Dancing 
and Mini-Athletics for 
youngsters, all feature 
on the regular weekly 
booking sheet for the 
benefit of locals. 

Barbara taking up her poses, circa 1985 
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2000s 

Bob Borrow of CADOS securing the hall 

CADOS moves into the hall June 2004  



HALL FOR SALE 

CADOS SEEKS A NEW HOME 
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After several decades of hires, the hall is beginning to fall into disrepair                                         

and Chingford council begins to look at the possibility of selling it.                                                      

CADOS is struggling to pay the costs of putting on shows at other local halls and now 

explores the idea of taking over Mornington Hall to use for rehearsals and                             

performances but to also keep it as a community space. 



 

HALL FOR SALE 

CADOS MAKES ITS BID 
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A Chingford Guardian article                     

reports that CADOS is trying to 

save the hall  

Images of the 50 year lease on the hall that was 

signed on 9th June 2004 by John Williams and                 

Steve Ranger as CADOS Trustees  

The future of Mornington Hall as a 
community venue has been saved 
thanks to last-minute talks between the 
council and the Chingford Amateur 
Dramatic and Operatic Society 
(CADOS).  

The council initially decided to sell off the 
hall at The Green, Station Road,                    
Chingford and its future looked bleak early 
last week when residents called the 
Guardian to say it had been placed on the 
website of chartered surveyors Strettons. 
If a suitable tenant was not found, allowing 
the hall to be hired out to other local 
groups, it would have been auctioned off 
to a private firm on February 9. CADOS 
has now secured a 50-year lease on 
Mornington Hall, however, and although it 
will be using the hall three or four week-
day evenings for its own classes, the hall 
will be available for hire throughout the 
rest of the week. CADOS chairman John 
Williams said that the drama group had 
saved the hall for the community and said 
it was now time for the community come 
forward and help CADOS.” He said “It was 

a very passionate night at the meeting of 
the North Chingford Community Council             
recently. There was such feeling there”. 
The exact amount of rent to be paid has 
not been disclosed but for the first five 
years it will be reduced while CADOS pays 
for renovation of the hall. “We are appeal-
ing for anybody out there to come forward 
and help us in any way,” said Mr Williams. 
"If there are any building firms in the area 
that would help us with the building plans, 
or people with 
fund-raising ideas, we would ai like to hear 
from them." The deal struck between                    
CADOS and the council is still subject to 
survey and contract but is expected to go 
through without a hitch. Keith Rayner,                  
cabinet member for corporate services, 
said: "An agreement has been reached 
with CADOS, and the details are being                
finalised by the council's legal department. 
I am optimistic this means that Mornington 
Hall's future as a community facility for 
Chingford residents has been secured." 

Guardian article reporting CADOS’s 
work in saving the hall 



A NEW LEASE OF LIFE 

CADOS MOVES IN 
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Society Committee Meeting 
minutes from April 2004 give a 
flavour of what an enormous    
undertaking the move into the 
hall was. 

Alongside the usual business of re-
hearsals, show publicity and mem-
bership fees, there were the issues 
of a new constitution, fixing lighting 
and fencing, organising possible 
hires of the hall, fundraising efforts 
for the considerable amount of ren-
ovation work and the business of 
transferring the items of scenery, 
props and costumes from Chepping 
Hall to Mornington Hall. CADOS 
and the community owe a great 
deal to the committee members at 
that time whose drive, organisation 
and commitment enabled the hall to 
be to be given this new lease of life. 



 

HOUSE WARMING  

THE FIRST PERFORMANCE 
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Only five months after                   
moving into the hall, CADOS 
was able to put on its first                   
production there from the 
13th - 16th October 2004. 
 
This was the musical ‘The 
Boyfriend’ by Sandy Wilson. 
It seems appropriate that                  
CADOS;s first show in                       
Mornington is a story set in a 
school in the 1920s, the very 
decade that Edith and Muriel 
created the building and for the 
same purpose. Admittedly, 
their school was not in France 
and was not just for young             
ladies like Madame Dubonnet’s 
establishment. 

As John Williams, the chair at 
the time, says in his                             
programme notes it must have 
felt like an incredible                  
achievement. 

 

 



A GROWING VISION 

THE WORK CONTINUES 
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The vision for the hall continued to develop over the following years.  
The upstairs area of what had once been the bedroom of Muriel and Edith’s school-
house had been used to store props and costumes. In 2010, it was converted into studio 
space that could then be hired out to generate more income to cover the renovations 
and lease and provide another space for local community groups to use. 

At the same time a large 
free standing wooden    
storage shed was                  
created at the back of 
hall . This multi-purpose 
space complete with a 
mezzanine floor was used 
to house the stocks of                    
scenery, props and                     
costumes . It is still a vital 
area for CADOS today, 
undergoing a re-fit last 
summer and is still                             
affectionately known to 
members as ‘the chalet’. 



Page 36 May 2024 

LE
A

V
IN

G
 A

 L
O

C
A

L 
LE

G
A

C
Y

 
2024 



A COMMUNITY ASSET 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
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Mornington Hall is now used by a range of local people of all ages and                             
backgrounds, from our youngest users in the Baby Sensory Group to some of our 

longest standing hirers such as the Folk Dance Group and Chingford                                      
Horticultural Society.  

KEEPING CREATIVITY ALIVE 

BABY SENSORY  

BALLROOM DANCE 



 

A WELCOMING SPACE 

ALWAYS TIME FOR TEA AND CAKES 
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Above: Members of CADOS organise tea and cakes in the hall to support the   
annual Chingford Village Festival that that takes place on the neighbouring                 

village green. Below: tea break for the Folk Dancers our longest standing hirers 



A GROWING VISION 

THE WORK CONTINUES 

Page 39 May 2024 

CADOS members and patrons 
give their time willingly to 
maintain the hall: Toilets                      
re-floored, new heating                        
installed, walls repainted,                  
outside walls and storage               
areas repainted, curtaining 
hung, flooring restored, van-
dalism cleaned up, new clock 
hung and ivy pruned back. 



 

A VOLUNTEER FORCE  

FOR MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP 
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Our volunteers run fundraising events and apply for grants in order to pay for all 
the maintenance and upkeep 

Top row: Levelling out the lawn, the topsoil arrives, cutting back the                                 
bushes, clearing the gutters; Middle row: Re-seeding the grass, rebuilding the 

wooden storage area, weeding and planting, replacing the front paving;                           
Bottom row: creating a front flower bed, fitting a new secure front door,                      

refurbishing the kitchen, installing a defibrillator  



ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS 

CELEBRATING TOGETHER 
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Sincere thanks go to the following 
for their invaluable contributions to 

the research and creation of our  
special commemoration events: 

Theresa Rendle 
Linda McDonald-Cairns 

Jacky Logan 
Jerome Farrell 

Fran Chalkwright 
Rosalind Zalicks  

Darren Vidler 
Carol Mills 

Steve Ranger 
Paul Daynes of NODA 

CADOS Committee 
CADOS Patrons 

CADOS Members 
Chingford Historical Society 

Vestry House Museum 
All those who shared stories with us  

In Summer 2023, CADOS used a London Borough of Waltham Forest grant in                   
order to commission the creation of a film and a play to commemorate this history 
of the hall. Local film-maker, Linda McDonald-Cairns and writer, Theresa Rendle                  
undertook research, engaged with local Chingford residents and historical sources to 
produce two wonderful works: A play with music (by CADOS member Marcus Scroop) 
entitled ‘Beyond The Bricks’ performed in May 2024 and a short documentary (narrated 
by CADOS members Fran Chalkwright and Tom Adlam) presented in June 2024. A   
cabaret evening of songs and music across the ten decades is due to round off the                  
anniversary in October 2024. 

Stills from the short film about the hall 



 

 


