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Chingford Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society
Founded in 1945

SOUVENIR BROCHURE

It is with great pride and
pleasure that the CADOS
Committee present this
souvenir to mark the centenary
of the wonderful community
venue, Mornington Hall.

As part of our commemorations,
we secured a generous grant
from Waltham Forest’s ‘Make It
Happen’ initiative. This enabled
us to research into the hall’s his-
tory and commission a film-maker
and writer to create a short
documentary and a play-script
that aim to capture the way the

hall has been used over the
decades and what it has meant to
our local Chingford Community.
CADOS continues to rely upon
the dedicated voluntary efforts of
its members to maintain the hall
for use as a performance space
and a venue for local groups. We
hope this anniversary will raise
awareness of the importance of
these community spaces and
ensure that they are treasured
and invested in for many more
decades to come .




This brochure has been created by
CADOS as a souvenir for the occasion
of the 100th Anniversary of
Mornington Hall. It captures some of
the research undertaken into the
history of the hall between 1924~
2024. Thanks go to the London Bor-
ough of Waltham Forest and the
‘Make It Happen’ Grant that has
supported these commemorations
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. Mornington School
i FOR GIRLS AND BOYS i
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Children taken from the age of
three years.
Thorough groundwork given, and
3 preparation for Public Schools. 3
-

3 Kindergarren under 2 trained and
s certificated Mistress with higher
i N.F.U. Certificate.

32 Tennis. Netball.  Swimming,.
3 Verandah for Summer Lessons.

b1 Proxpn'/m‘ on application to

#  Misses HUNT & NIX, M.R.S.T.

4 Cambridge Diploma in Theory and Practice of Teaching,

# THE GREEN, CHINGFORD
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MORNINGTON SCHOOL

THE GREEN, CHINGFORD
For GIRLS and BOYS

Tllli School aims especially at  giving a
thorough groundwork, character training,
and happiness to the children.

They are prepared for Public and Secondary
Schools, 90 pupils having already entered
Woodford High School, Walthamstow High
School, Bancrofts, Monoux Grammar School, ete
The Kindergarten is under a college-trained and
certificated  Mistress  with  Higher N.F.U.
Certificate.

Children from three years of age may be entered
for two hours daily if desired.

There are large, airy class-rooms, a verandah,
and a grass playground.

Games, etc., are Tennis, Netball, Hockey,
Cricket and Swimming.

Excursions are taken in the Summer to places
of interest.

Fees are moderate and inclusive.

PROSPECTUS may be had on application to
Misses HUNT & NIX, M.R.S.T.
(Cambridge Diploma in Theory and Practice of Teaching)

1930s advert for the new school

- iﬁ"'

i Lok
Y |
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Page 4

at would later be Morn

Mornington School, later known as
Mornington Hall, was erected at the end of
Green Walk in 1924. The Chingford
Historical Society records show that the
school, if not the Hall, was in existence
earlier.

They have found reference that pupils
performed a clever and pretty dance in
character costume in the Church Hall in the
Ridgeway and the United Services Club in
1921, and in 1923 there was a floral display at
the Jubilee Retreat where pupils from the
school entertained with dancing.

The school was promoted as taking children
from 3 years old and offering ‘groundwork’ for
Public and Secondary School as well as
‘character training and happiness’, and a range
of activities including tennis, netball, hockey,
cricket, swimming and summer excursions to
places of interest.

Emphasis was placed on the qualifications of
the Mistresses and inclusivity (something very
much valued within the use of the hall today),
due to moderate fees that were charged.
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Ariel photograph of Chingford Green from A further photograph of the school

1928 showing the Mornington School building from 1930
The school is equipped for the modern 20th Century Sources show how
era and promotes the installation of electric light and the school took
central heating, all of which has required much pride in developing
maintenance 100 years later. pupils for enrolment
in Woodford High
School,

Walthamstow High
School, Bancrofts
School and George
Monoux Grammar
School, and quotes
the figure of 90
pupils gaining
places in these
prestigious
establishments.
The main hall is
created for the
classroom areas, with
an additional building
being added as a
school house for the
two Mistresses at

MORNINCTON SCROOU for Cirls and Soys, TNE GREEN, CNINCFORD
- ne Veranasan €y

e R S N e some point after

Misses NUNTY & NN
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Register Entry concerning
Date of Registration :

Professional Address:

Attuinmants :

TEACHERS REGISTRATION COUNCIL.

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TEACHING FROFESSION

d by dct of Parll and Comitituted by Ordars in Commell)

E.
NIX, MURIEL GRACE.
1st August, 1930. Register Number : ?7873

Mornington School for Girls and Boys,
CHINGFORD, E.4.

garhridge Secondary Tesmeher'a Certiflcate.

Page 6

Traming in Teaching

Exp=rienas

Teacher registration
records show that prior
to running Mornington
School, Muriel Nix was
an Assistant Mistress
from 1912 at the Royal
Infant Orphanage in
Wanstead (having left
Cardiff School for Girls).
She then became Head
Mistress there for from
1918-1920.

Donald Grist’'s 1974 book
‘A Victorian Charity’,
describes experiences of
life in the orphanage,
(previously known as
Wanstead Infant Orphan
Society).

AN GRS
e EFR LA

(‘x, ;
~ ol
KaoSol

University of Cambridge Higher Local Certificate: (Hons.)
Mary Datchelor Training College, Camberwall, S.E.
Asslstant Yistress -
Ascham College, Clanrton-nn-fas, 1001-1008
Ghurch High School, Tewkesh: 1502-1503;
Grammar School, Odiham, # 1904-1907;
High 8chool for Girls, Naesycwmmer, Cardiff. 1908-1911;
Royal Infant Orphanage, Wanstead. 1912-1918;
Head Mistress -
Royal Infant Orphanage, Wansteed. 1918-1920;

Co=Principal -

Kornington School for Girls and Boys,

The orphanage and school
was divided into separate
areas for boys and girls
with Miss Nix overseeing
the Matron and other staff
who undertook the care
and education of the
female pupils. In the book
an ‘old girl’ recalls how the
curriculum ran parallel to
the boys with the basics of
English, Geography,
History and Mathematics
alongside cooking,
needlework, laundry
management, music,
gardening, gymnastics,
swimming, hockey, tennis
and croquet and describes

Chingford, E.4. 1920-

this as a ‘good ground
work in education’. It is
clear that Muriel carried
these educational ideas
forward when she set up
Mornington School a few
years later.

cA C“Victoriarn,
(Rarity”

Donald Grigt
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WANSTEAD ROYAL INFANT ORPHANAGE

A BLUEPRINT FOR A SCHOOL

HAN ASYLUM
INFANJROLSSEL&QR PLAN

Pl RO

During Muriel Nix’s
tenure, as Headmistress,
Edith Hunt became one
of her staff members.
Donald Grist’s book paints
some vivid pictures of life
at the school that clearly
informed the plans for the
subsequent Mornington
School.

The qirl's playground is
described as including an
area of grass with swings
and a see-saw.

Meals in the dining hall
were listed as: breakfast
and tea consisting of bread
and dripping with watered
milk or cocoa and set

meals each day of the
week including: cold meat,
beetroot and stewed
rhubarb; stew and potato
and bread & butter
pudding; roast beef with
greens and rice pudding;
roast mutton, boiled rice,
haricot beans and plain
suet pudding with golden
syrup.

Anecdotes include:
Two boys found in girls
classroom who were
given twelve strokes on
their bare behinds and
given one week’s
ostracism from their
fellows.

Prize Day, where awards
were given for Oxford
Examinations and
successes in the Wanstead
Industrial and Art
Exhibition. A band played
on the lawn and after tea
boys were allowed to
mingle freely with the girls.
Miss Smith, a Head
Mistress, prior to Miss
Nix’s appointment was
forced to leave after ‘a
scandalous state of affairs’
around her association with
Captain Martin. Miss
Kerswell was reprimanded
for gossiping and ‘branding
both with the stigma’.
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MIS$S HUNT, A SCHOOL MISTRESS

THE PREFERED TEACHER

S began under Miss Hunt aided by an eve

s \ swell. I do not remember learning to read bu
Miss Kerswe

oduce in my copybook letters and maxi
the time. Few of the maxims have rema
hink 1 shall ever free myself from their pressure and urgen
‘1«\ writing is almost unreadable. Details of the very elementar
st have learned escape me except the‘cham of the mu‘.lzxp
have an impression that preferred Miss Hunt to Miss 1\:vtsv\\c.v
: of Miss Kerswell that only her age was uncertain. She was
' woman but to us she loomed large and fierce. She was energenc: -
r .:z: knew her mind. If she had any humour she succe.ssfully conceale
w2 mask of professional severity. 1 recall that she smiled :T\me br::t:)\s
pusition of mine on a subject she had set — would you ra : e
e znd why. | was utterly without initiative and the chmc:ef ﬂl‘ge e
Crefully and at the right time I peeped over the shogldc_ll-_ ;‘) Sten
“¢it. Romney was his name. He had chosen to be a girl dahzvc e
““latonce set out why I should like to sit quietly sewing a: s
" own. To my humiliation 1 was given needle, cotton 8¢ =0 b\
1 work. Miss Kerswel relented later in the face of my dem®

45

A number of photographs exist
of the staff at the orphanage.
They slightly pre-date the time
of Muriel and Edith, but give an
idea of the presentation of
teachers at the time. Queen
Mary visited at the time when
Muriel was Headmistress and
thus the school gained its royal
title.

Miss Hunt is given a particular
mention in further recollections
from Grist’s book:

“My formal education began
under Miss Hunt aided by an
even stricter disciplinarian Miss
Kerswell. | do not remember
learning to read but | know | was
expected to reproduce in my
copybook letters and maxims in
the copperplate writing of the
time. Few of the maxims have
remained with me, but | do not
think I shall ever free myself
from their pressure and
urgency. My friends say my
writing is almost unreadable.
Details of the very elementary
arithmetic | must have learned
escape me except the chant of
the multiplication table. | have
an impression that | preferred
Miss Hunt to Miss Kerswell”.

I Miss Dalley, the Matron, and her Junior
Female Staff — circa 1910

|
R A

1 Matron and staff — cir
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Muriel Nix taught at the orphanage from 1912 and no doubt developed her educational
ethos in readiness for headship and then setting up her own school.
Photos clockwise from top left: 1909 laundry class, 1843 illustration of the original
orphanage, 1911 Prize Day, 1920 Nursery class, 1910 Dining Hall,1909 Junior Girl’s
Classroom, 1909 Cookery class,




»

>
53
-

Muriel Nix
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WE OWE THIS PLACE TO THEM

Edith was born in Dover in 1876 and
was the daughter of an insurance
agent. Both she and her elder sister,
Gertrude became teachers and neither
of them was married

Edith was a school mistress at

Wanstead Infant Orphanage from the
early 1900s, when she was in her 30s and
her time there coincided with Muriel Nix.
Her description as being a preferred
teacher is maybe what drew Muriel
towards forming a professional partner-
ship with her

The census in 1921 (after Muriel’s
headship ended and before the plans for
Mornington School were in place) shows
them both as visitors at a house 17
Cranworth Gardens in Brixton. Both of
them would have been in their 40s and
are indicated as being single, with their
occupations as school mistresses.

In 1924, Edith opens Mornington School
as co-principal along with Muriel. Kelly’s
directory in 1925 shows her also living
with Muriel at ‘Heydor’ in Endlebury Road,
Chingford and her O (occupation’) as
being at Mornington School. The
advertisements for the school during the
1930s show that both women were clearly
proud of the varied education they offered,
as well as the number of pupils who they
were able to assist into carrying on to
secondary and public schools

At the start of WW2 in the 1939 census,
she is shown as living in Endlebury Road
with Muriel, but at some point it seems
she returned to what is likely to be her
family home with her sister Gertrude in
Egham, Surrey.

Records have not revealed how she spent
her retirement years, but her will shows
acknowledgement of her years spent with
Muriel.

Edith died in 1954 at the age of 78.

[ O
Page 11

Muriel was born in Eastbourne in 1880,
4 years after Edith. He father, John,
was a jeweller and she had a brother
Bertram. It seems she may have been
educated at a boarding school in
Camberwell, South London and
records from 1895 also indicate she
was a pupil at Warden Court Girls
School in Cuckfield, Sussex

There is reference to her teaching in
Cardiff , Monmouthshire in 1911 and then
at Wanstead Infant Orphange in 1912,
where she met Edith. In 1918, she
became Headmistress. A previous
Headmistress, Miss Smith, appears to
have left under a cloud amidst some
‘scandalous’ circumstances and Muriel
took charge for two years until 1920.

It is not clear what Muriel did in the
intervening 4 years until the opening of
Mornington School; perhaps the planning
of this venture dominated her time.

The school was taken over by Chingford
Urban District Council in 1939. This
coincides with the publication of her
children’s book ‘Mrs Winkle and Other
stories’ published by A.H. Stockwell; a
copy of which resides in the British Library

She was back in Eastbourne during the
war and a copy of the Eastbourne Herald
from 1957 refers to her wartime activities
involving her support for the Women’s
Voluntary Service by changing the win-
dow displays in their HQ “to draw atten-
tion to some of the many activities of the
women in the familiar green uniform”.

Remaining creative and with the
development of children still in mind, she
was a contributor to the ‘Swift’ Annuals in
the 1950s which contained stories and
articles for a young readership.

This full and fulfilling life ended in 1979,
when Muriel died in Eastbourne on 24th
September.
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EDITH MARGARET HUNT

EDITH’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE 1876

Superintendent Registrar's District 9,73%"

Registmr‘s District ~Hrecasiais

18% .

BIRTHS in the District of_~zegbam

in the County of n/- il

- : :
1. EDITH MARGARET EUNT of 41 Grange Road Eghem in the udunty
of durrey Splaster HSEAEBY AKVOKE ell Wills end Codlcils st any
time heretofore made by me AND DECLARE this to be my last Will
I APZOINT Heery Glarkson of 14 Rooksmead Road Sunbury-on-rhemes

ana Wiliiam dervert Weller of 40 Grange Hosd Sghem in the County |

~ ot Surrey [nereinafter called 'my Trustees") to be the Exesutors
and trustees of tAls my Will AND I BEQUEATH to esch of them tie
sum of Ten pounds for their Kind services in proving tuis my
w1l L uz;’ngz AND BRQUEATE to my sister GERTRUDE MUNT all my
property whetsoeyer and wheresoever of or to which I shall be

possessed or entitled to at the date of my death for her svsolute

" use and benefit PROVIDED ALWAYS that in tae eveni of my said
“'sister yertrude Hunt prefecessing me then I DEVISE AND BEQUEATH
all the remaiuder of my propexty es aforesald uato my iTustees
. Upon rrust that my ITustees shall &1 such time OT times ana-iu
.- 'such manner us tney Shall thinmk fit

=61l all in and wonvert into

money such parts thereof as may not consist of money end so tust

"' my rrustees shall have rull power to postpone such sale and

conversion for sush a perlod as my iTustees without being 1iable
© to: aseount may think Iit and proper and to pay out of my resdy

. monies and from the money to arise irom such calliug in end

conversion my funerel testementary expenses ana debts end to stand

possessed o the-reslaue of such monies In Trust es to one halt

théreof between Hora Ulerkson of 14 Hoaksmead woad Sunbury-on-
ihomes’in the County of Surrey and my friend Muriel Grace Nix of
2 Meads noed sestbourne in the Gounty of Sussex in egqaal snares

absolutely and in the eveni ofany éne of them predeceasing me

then such sndre shell be aeld in Trust for the surviver of tmem .

1f tnereof beiween my sister Rate

EDITH’S WILL 1953

)

it e
o

35 Winchelsea Street, Hougham, Kent

T2 Meads Hosd Eesthourne in the County of Sussex in

- - e - - Baptisraal Nameif
VWhen and ' Name and Surname | Name and Maiden Surname | Rank or Profession | Signature, Description, and i) Signature P :
Noo | \ierelhore, | e ifenn | Sex of Fatber. o Mother, of Eather, Sresidence of Taf Whea of ltegistra, e her Regee
Jralcenlly
Celeker 1876 cui liaroarel. Hund| edaxganel <. Foadimadt i’
e . el iy . / “ Gailovasy leeser </ﬂr4r
&/ 35(:'“&‘4“' dargael é{M (gfﬂn Meered- .r::t’mmt(cf Bt Alother - Hrinermlen Af ,5 f,
. : Curnanehe : B Wareliloca i/ 76 §C?wzf’¢ak
Seteafiam —ﬂm?ﬁ'am

T Edith was born on the 16th October
1876 at 35 Winchelsea Street,
Hougham in Kent.

Her will shows her residing at 41 Grange
Road, Egham in Surrey along with her
sister Gertrude. There are no records of
Edith marrying or having children.
Although, it is not known exactly what
happened to Edith after her time at
Mornington School (which would have
closed when Edith was in her 70s), its is
clear that her bond with Muriel remained
strong from their time teaching together, as
Edith leaves part of her monies to ‘her
friend’, then living in Eastbourne.

Jjossessed or the residue of sugh monies In Trust as 10 ong half
‘theéreol between nors tlerkson of 14 Hodksmeed koad Sunbury-on-

© ihomes in the County of Surrey and my friend Muriel Grace Hix of

egual shares

Edith retired
to her home in
Surrey.

It seems fitting
that the
modest
bungalow has
something of
the look of
Mornington
Hall about it .

41 Grange Road Egham Surrey
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- Registrar's Sub-District_Gactlaoris s

5 . MURIELS BIRTH CERTIFICATE 1880 |

Of‘fA/;( L Ll

1867, BIKTHSin the District of Caefbourece’

' m the Count'?}g

10,71

lés&hwca—m )

; ? /zra-d(f

3 . N Tt Ry X 6. e P A E 8. 9.
Y ey S ¢ N Fat: & _ Baptismal Name if
" Name and Surname Name and Maiden Surname | Rank or Profession | - Signature, De and Dad ignat s Tegis~
Sex ) of Puthers . "5 of Mother, “of Vather. .| . Rosidence of Tnformant, | e T of Negistrar, | dddedaftes Regi

| tany

/

9_26«/"

tration of Birth.

[l

Sodohrow |y

%ﬂ‘fﬁw %%

Solooo
Wik ot

r a@lﬁﬁﬂw R

6 Terminus Place, Eastbourne.

The upstairs is currently and

appropriately a Children’s Health

51

Centre

MURIEL GRAGE NIX of 20 Derwerlt Road Meads Eastbourne in the County of Hast

Sussex Spinster hereby revoking all Wills and testanentary dispositions

heretofore made by me

1. I DESIRE that my body be cremated and my ashes scattered

2. T DESTRE that my name be inscribed on the family gravestone at

Ocklynge Cemetery

3. L APPOTNT my niece Muriel Mary Gersghty to be the Executor of this

my Will

4 I GIVE the following legecies free of duty:i-

Thres hundred pounds (£300) to Rhoda Jackmen of Flat 5 26 Hyde Gardens Eastbo

One hundred pounds (£100) to Mrs (DA
Toll Road Mayfield Sussex

5. SUBJECT to the payment of my just debts funeral and testamentary expen

and the legacaes bequeathed hereby or by amy Codicil hereto I DEVISE AND

BBQUEATH all my Estate and effeots both real and personal whatsoever and

Adams of 2 M1ll Cottages Fir

wheresoever unto whichever of them my brother Bertram Deen Nix and my niece
Murael Mary Geraghty shall survive me and if both shall survive me in equal
shares between them

Frartenth  asy

One thousand nine hundred and seventy eight

IN WITKESS whereof I have hereunto set my hand this

o Mach
MURIEL’S WILL 1978

| vy

Muriel was born 20th September 1880 at
6 Terminus Place, Eastbourne.

After Mornington School closed, she focused
her attentions on being a short story writer,
with her imaginative tales aimed at young
children.

Her will showed that she had returned to live in
Eastbourne at 20 Derwent Road.

It is a ten minute walk to the seafront; possibly
an inspiration for her ‘Mrs Winkle’ tale. Muriel
died on 24th September 1979.
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1y

ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL LIMITED

Tue HEDGEHOG'S ADVENTURES

;gssaas'ﬂﬁ@

Tk BUNNIES' DAY AT THE SEASIDE

friendly, and came rou

R we'll call
L i et you know who won the ra

y
aroo, Percy treacle as best he could.

ercy

und to his house
e day of the race.

ndered about in the sticky

ha! ha! w Tor you later
§ et el
B e went, leaving him to get out of the
2 Ol they, went, id. Harry the Horse won

o s bt foceived a handsome prize of &

wait.
Suddenly there was a terrific rush from the
back of the house, and before they had time
say a single word or move an inch there seem
e kangaroos all over the place, who seize

n w©
iyt them, kicked them hard, and threw them into
at lolloping th poal o treacle,
e “Hal hal hal” laughed Kenneth the
E ou t it it was quite fair for
poor Kenneth the Kangaroo, but the btm:hl e e of o lr; s%ms;mex aﬂm me, didn’t
e you ? u didn't
ind animals Tiving with ‘e, S13 oy Ly fve brothers
t §0Ing (0 pay you out.” Perhaps you wil ¢

t
ned to be a lare ore 5 hink
happened x £ ore playing a trick of that sort again.”

The British Library 1939 copy of Muriel’s 48
page collection of short stories for children
featuring animals, fairies, magic and mermaids.
It is very likely she created and told these to the

Mornington School children

D

Stories

Blackie’s Own Adventure
A Friend for John
Wauffles and the Nature Lesson

Circus Girl

The Magic Train

David’s Highland Holiday
Lindy and the Kittens

Lady Dunkle’s Swimming Pool
The Gooseberry Thief
A Really Good Club

Your Writers and Artists

The storics, verses and articles are by: Sylvia Allen, Kay Baker, Lilian Bedwell, Dilys Beeston.

Kathleen Binns, Geoffrey Bond, K. V. R. Bowerman, Brian Brason, R. F. Brown, Graham L. Bryer.
/Ann Deveson, Lesley Gordon, R. Harcourt, Penelope Knox, Dinah Lawrence, Barbara Livingstone.
Clifford Makins, Hazel Mills, Maud Miller, Muriel G. Nix, Peter O'Donnell, Jacqueline Russell.
Doreen M. Sharp, Alwyn Swift, John Taylor, Margaret Thomas, Martin Thornhill, Barbara Wace,
Bill Wellings, Roger Wilkinson.

As well as publishing her
‘Mrs Winkle and other stories’
collection, Muriel is also
credited as one of the story
authors in the 1958/59 edition
of the Swift Annual: an an-
thology of stories, articles,
hobbies and jokes. It is inter-
esting to wonder which of the
titles listed is penned by her.
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A TALE FROM THE SEASIDE

long line indeeq which hun,

into the sea. g right ove, 4 know all this.
means thaeta SheS }:: NESen expert a-nglfart h‘:,}f»hﬂ Perhaps you wonder h&z Ius,syo? He gave
quite easily. It oo el SO 2 lot of fa well, have you forgotten the BT 1 side of
h;rlo-a_nd-a»half seconds, Eg ]1;13{1 e mi-llutessh & ﬂying lea% ?fetllajzdeoduon the deck of a gas§1'i'1%
Wwhich w: 2 up the lipa cliff, an : ood sig!
WINKLE iHhohe h:; Ié:irgl%’ltaa%uartter of a mile loxfg,lgl:t' ;}}:!e i Heawas ; }}zus?ér:g tgov‘vlsriyﬂtgo the deep
MRS. little longer. extra big fish jt took and hegﬂf;%v :?1 q heaI:'d what was happening h}o
: old lad; To get salt to eat wi sea, and s the captain of that ship
o»écﬁupﬁ}v?nﬁl’ge t}Illeer:: I:V;ais: fgr}l:l}gh was o¥1 Eﬁ)il sea-water 1'[;16:11 Vgighsgle;ef;s; 2 c\lxsed to t?l?i 0;3 tlglttiiy'mel a_?_lmaboflt WII)Jat l}agl ha?é) ngg
called Mrs. = ! 1o the sea, was € water had evaporated, which me o . Vien & ell as the story of the o
thl ‘ge?{,i;%%i ‘()Zfo?tglglg mIIiﬂ‘;/a:lsgég\glered all over agvay,dt?e pallett li}fiig V;’avsv};;‘;]:llrxxn :iﬁtboﬁed g:fvf);leble:le(;whisusvev turned a somersault and fell
calle ; & : d shaped like a lighth, edlew ; 3
i hich Mrs. Winkle had collecte: p .2 lighthouse. into the sea. ey P S
}m = tsllxl:l%)seavgh gver since she was a tiny child. No one lived with her but her pussy, wh By the way, we saw S DSl S bzg
1{: n’:he time of my story she was ninety-six F;d W?l?nm a g)und fishing-net which hgﬁgwf,gis floating in thehwagi]i nlext dgyii.r:i ev:; Irﬁaglﬁ:g
1d; so you be ceiling and made quife a nice h tolsaveiit, so lie SUESCEBS e ;
years, four months, and two days old ; N, B h ammock for If vou dom’t believe it, just come and pay a
can imagine that there must have been hundreds G Y, Whose name was Shrimp, was A d me in the good ship Lobster
d hundreds of shells altogether. very clever at jumping out in the morni ERTOR e 5
anShe‘:’:'lasrfreryofond ofevergthingtodowithships Jumping back again at night. et [extftune Shﬁ dockr ?imngfof-{a(r)mglvzgd
and the sea, so it will notsurprise youtoknowthat One day there was .a dreadful storm. The o e v -
the chimney was an old ship’s funnel. In the wind blew, the lightning flashed, the thunder 1
S her house were long strings of sea- m.iﬁefa terrible nolse,.the waves lashed the cliffs
weed for curtains, her bed was a boat, the sheets with fury, and the rain came down in torrents. |
v;'ere made from old ship’s ails, and so were her W_Sﬁde{ﬂy the part of the cliff where Mrs. |
clothes, but sometimes she trimmed them with Vinkle lived gave way, and the house covered
small shells and little tiny pieces of seaweed to with shells, the old lady, and all her belongings
make them look a bit smarter. turned a somersault, and disappeared with a
She had nothing to eat but fish, which she tremendous splash into the sea below.

rself. There wa; “Oh!” cried the mermaids. “ Come and
1iff, and Ssh:v‘;ent gzigg look at this dear old lady who has suddenly

re tim - come to pay us a visit I’ They gathered round
gs mﬂfesrzggfn heg her, they crowned her with beautiful wreaths of
haoit; one of the vwm’i:vj:s 3 seaweed, and they made her their queen.

long rod é}id'a very 20

When Muriel created her heroine as a

Muriel’s early life was spent by the coast in

Sussex, so it is no surprise that the title 96 year old, little did she know that

story from her collection is inspired by the she herself would live well into her

magic of the sea. late nineties. The care with which Mrs
e Winkle builds her house of shells,

A number of curiosities in the area were folly- echoes the creativity and dedication

style buildings ornately decorated with shells.
Including Goodwood House in Chichester and
Pitshill House in Petworth (illustrated above).

Muriel herself seemed to
demonstrate in her long life.
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residence of Edith and Muriel. This house name is no longer recorded but is
possibly one of the remaining houses between Warren Road and the footpath
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One of the 1930s houses in
Endlebury Road
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George Clark  Corporal 723, Essex Yeomanry. Died of wounds 25

June 1915.

Aged 22.

Born Bulimba,

Brisbane,

Queensland, Australia, resident Shepperton, enlisted
Waltham Abbey. Son of Thomas Clark Deverell and

Jane

Deverell,

of Charlton Court,

Shepperton,

Middlesex. In the 1901 census he was aged 7, born
Australia, a scholar, nephew of Henry George and

Hannah Catherine Deverell,

resident 12, Windsor

Street, Edinburgh, St Andrew, Midlothian, Scotland.
In the 1911 census he was aged 18, born briston (sic
- s/b Brisbane), Australia, Civil Engineer pupil with
his father, son of Thomas and Jane Deverell, resident
Heydor, Endlebury Road, Chingford, Essex. Buried in

NARDS CEMETERY, VERSAILLES, Yvelines,
France. Row A. Grave 6.

'V~ 19(12 Apr. 22,

15,5<S  IMar.

1900 Apr. A/ ¢
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THE  INSTITUTION
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Deuchars, George, F.C.H. ..

Essex.

ronrrn rr,.a rs, >,
, > Deverell- Ihomas Clark ..

<

2j~'>+Dewrance, John Cranmore Place, Chislehurst.

CIVIL  ENGINEERS.

Tlios. Cook k Son.

>

no

o /Heydor, Endlebury Koi
It ——

‘Heydor’, Endlebury Road is also
referred to in the Chingford War

Memorial records as previously

belonging to Thomas Deverell,
who can be found as listed as
a chartered Civil Engineer
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Mornington Hall as a WW2 British Restaurant
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A WARTIME RESOURCE
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A WARTIME RESOLUTION

) lar No. 53/1939
Brigade Circu
L4 'I'\" W ‘\. aircular relative to food for 4

iltary
cived and noted

snmel was rec

«) Repair of War Damage.

Ministry of Health Circular 1848 herein was -
CCeivad

(r) Additional Accommodation.
In connection with the previous resolutions ..
ision of additional accommodation for the g.g . & ®
it was reported that arrangements had now bees - ™
r the A.R.P. Department to Mornington Schou e
I ding additional accommodation at Green Farm f“r;‘n;‘
Health Department and the W.V.S. e
RESOLVED:

(1) That the above arrangement be approved. ud de
the draft lease now submitted be entered into with &
proprietors of the Mornington School, at a rental after these
of £100 per annum, exclusive of rates.

(2) That the Borough Engineer do amuge M &
installation of a sufficient number of tclcph\‘nclh""”
the exchange for the use of the ARP.

Mornington School.
- of the #

a1 aspect
3) That in so far as the ﬁlmml-_\l‘“l_“:wmﬂ
resohftiz)m is concerned, Standing Orders be
e
(s) First Aid Posts—Personnel. [ations gp\:r"‘.”:‘jl'

s made to the regiit g of
up o?:f ;eur::t;: of personnel for the manii

BOROUGH OF CHINGFORD

A RECORD
OF THE

CIVIL DEFENCE & ALLIED SERVICES

AND

INCIDENTS

WHICH OCCURRED
IN THE BOROUGH
1939 — 1945

By S Warburton, with permission from
LBWF Council and Vestry House Museum

Council Minutes from 1939 show the
resolution that Mornington School will be
used to accommodate the Air Raid
Precautions Department.

Muriel Nix and Edith Hunt, as proprietors
were to be compensated £100 each year
The book ’ Chingford At War’ was
published by Chingford Borough Council in
1946 to record the work of the Civil
Defence Services including the ARP
Wardens. In his forward to the book, the
Mayor at the time, Alderman P. S. Powell
described how ‘Chingford did not escape
and today we mourn 103 of our
townsfolk who died of enemy air attack’.
He also gave thanks to all ‘either in
uniform or out of uniform, who strove so
gallantly and so successfully, to minimise
as far as was humanely possible the sad
effects of such devastating and
indiscriminate warfare’.
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CHINGFORD AT WAR

ALWAYS TIME FOR A PANTO

From ‘Chingford At War’

The Wardens Service in Chingford was
formed in 1938, from volunteers enrolled in
response to an appeal by the Government,
through the Local Authority, for volunteers
for the various services which were to be
set up in the Borough in connection with
the Air Raid Precautions Scheme. During
the winter of 1938-39 most of the enrolled
members of the Warden’s Service received
their first basic training in anti-gas and
other air raid precautions, a number of the
original Wardens being included in the first
class prior to the outbreak of war to qualify
as instructors.

During the early part of 1939 the Wardens
Service was considerably extended by
volunteers enrolled in connection with
National Service Week. Just prior to the
outbreak of war the Service numbered
some one thousand volunteers, many lady
members being included in this figure.
During the summer 1939 approval was
given by the Government for the erection of
Wardens" Posts in the Borough, and the
service was organised on a district basis
under the Chief Warden, Deputy Chief
Warden, and four District Wardens,
together with twenty four Post Wardens
and their deputies. In the last few days be-
fore the outbreak of hostilities on
instructions from the Government, the
Wardens' Service and other branches of
the Civil Defence (General) Services of the
Borough, were put on a wartime footing,
and came into operation. Rotas of duty
were formed and the Warden’s Posts were
manned.

In the early days of the war the Wardens
were called upon to assist the Police
Authorities in the enforcement of the black
out regulations and these duties continued
until the regulations were relaxed when the
end of the hostilities in Europe was in
sight.. AlImost every member of the Warden
Service undertook specialised training in
Incident Control and many members under-
took special training in Decontamination,

Bomb Reconnaissance and
Resuscitation.

In spite of their many duties, time was
found to organise a social side, which
included the Chingford Warden'’s Cricket
Club which provided relaxation to many
who were interested in that particular
sport. In addition, the Warden’s Service
through the Darts Club, ran an inter-
Post competition which competed
annually for the Gillham Cup.

The Service organised annually from
1942 onwards a Christmas Party for the
children of members of the Civil
Defence Services of the Borough. The
parties were held at the Wellington
Avenue School, and each year a panto-
mime was given, the cast being drawn
from the members of the Warden’s
Service. At Christmas 1942. ‘Aladdin’
was produced and presented to the
children, the performance being
repeated in the evening for the adults.
In 1943, ‘Dick Whittington’ was the
choice, and a special performance was
given in aid of the Connaught Hospital;
and an amount of £50 was raised. This
as followed in 1944 by ‘Puss in Boots’
and in addition to performances given to
the children of the Borough and adults,
special performances of the pantomime
were given to various Army units in the
area, to war factories, and to members
of the Civil Defence Services at
Waltham Holy Cross, and Chigwell.

W | Bte

The Warden’s 1944 production of ‘Puss
In Boots’. CADOS continues the tradition
of panto performances to this day
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CHINGFORD AT WAR
SHARING THE SPACE

CANMA P L H
NTERNATION
SORURITY

9 Morningion School ~Chief Warden's Office.,
e DED .
t the <
surrender ..,5 S;""mon Seal of the Council be affixed to the

Premic by the Wandeny' gercirect Of the use of the above

(5) Mornington School.
The Chief Warden advised the Committee that the
roprietresses of the above School were desirous of using part
of the hall for teaching approximately 14 pupils and that the
user would not interfere with the work of the Wardens or
Women's Voluntary Service

RECOMMENDED :

That permission be given until the next meeting of this
Committee and that, in the meantime, the Chairman do inspect
the accommodation at Mornington School.

The Chingford Women’s Voluntary Service who shared the use of the Hall

In 1941, the council further
recommended that the
Hall continues to be used
for the Warden’s Service

Minutes from the Essex/
Waltham Forest Council
meeting on 21st October
1941 refer to the Muriel and
Edith wanting to share the
use of the hall with the War-
den’s and the

Women'’s Voluntary Service,
in order to continue with the
teaching of a small number
of pupils. It is interesting to
imagine how this shared use
might have worked in
practice.
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CHINGFORD AT WAR

Ve A BRITISH RESTAURANT

British Restaurants were communal kitchens created during WW2 to help people
who had been bombed out of their homes, had run out of ration coupons or
otherwise needed help.

Originally called ‘Community Feeding Centres’, the name British Restaurants was cho-
sen by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. They were set up by the Ministry of
Food and run by local government or voluntary agencies. Meals were sold for a set
maximum price of 9d or less. No-one could be served with a meal of more than one
serving of meat, game, poultry, fish, eggs, or cheese. By mid-1941, over two hundred
British Restaurants operated in the London County Council area, and the Wartime So-
cial Survey conducted in 1942 - 43 indicated they were more popular in London than in
the rest of the country. By 1943, there were some two thousand British Restaurants
across the country, serving around 600,000 meals per day.

Council Minutes from 16th July 1941 show
that there are other British Restaurants in
Chingford but none to serve the
Friday Hill Estate

| Advice in British Restaurant, 243
ool

of Food Circular LWMD, N

] 5 herein o

¥

Minist
1 and notec

(
Ve

pool of quuuplnnuL
Town Clerk submitted a iy ular lette ‘

f Food advising authorities of ¢k r from

ment and suggesting direcy

oFf
" The ; :
MniET - ll'“‘“ n dely

oy
y equipr purchase ¢ "

§ heav
possible

A“\mul\.
= The Town Clerk ““h‘)"l"d approval from the Minisery

i for the equIpping of British Restaurants at Morpj y o8
h:gl and St. Edmund s_H.nII at an estimated cost of £7¢
\,,‘:\:"fb 18s. 6d. respectively.

nington
6 2%.94, /

() ch\lisilioniug Powers.
Ministry of Food Circular CMF/LA/RP delegating to Town
Clerks the power to requisition land for British Restaurane

Surposes, Was received and noted.

(f) Morington School.

The Town Clerk submitted a letter from Miss Hunt and
Miss Nix. proprietresses of the above School, disassociating them-
slves from rumours with respect to the closing of their School
and its proposed use as a British Restaurant.

RECOMMENDED :
That reference be made to this letter in Mayor’s Com
| munications at the next Council Meeting.

6. Emergency Feeding Centres. ;

The Town Clerk submitted approval from l:"-f!l IE::“'
Council to the arrangements for earmarking the TOROWIS
for emergency feeding purposes :

Chingford C. of E. (Kings Road).
$t. Mary’s Roman Catholic.

Chingford Senior (Wellington Avenuc)..
w%h&ll Road Council Junior:
Chingford Yardley Lane Council Junior
Chingford Chase Lane Council Junior:
South Chingford Council (New Road)-

County
Schools

3

o S

ey

- K > - ]

(= (PR L
L e 05 A I

N ST R |

Minutes from the 17th December 1941 show
the first discussion about requisitioning of
Mornington School for use as a
British Restaurant’

20. British Restaurants.

The Borough Treasurer reported on a visit paid to istri

Esy g:n g\/xsx:ﬁ:;,kaxgistry of Fogd, v}vxhgn three :lagestow?ree g::::l

1 r use as British Restauran :
(B:gi_x:;dcl:?:fn Gabo;e Montagu Burton’s (20-22, Ol? Cﬁ:::;bil.oazi‘l)‘ e
e su,'tabrles am Hall. To serve the Friday Hill Estate, there
g b, 'ld'e accommodation available, it is su: d 1 e
ﬂr}? uilding should be erected and he el

uncil have indicated a sjte therefor, S5 Tondoy oy

RECOMMENDED .

(1) That the thye :

Centra] Register wj thouet gﬁ;;s mentioned be placed on the

- - (2) That :

should visie By 3Ny Members of By
o l;l; Bn:xsh Restaurans opimttl;;g(:ign;?;mna? é{oss'ib]e

at I 3 : stricts.

next meetin fer com,“d_eration be g 3 D o

The B, g o Cou"c‘l"“‘COmmitt eGlVen to this matter at

Ministry of ll;ough Treasure %

the

I advised th e’

i re ) I
* Could & supplics ofo-1tAtive had poinned%:zlm?gim&alt e
&y shouig :3, :.t:te‘d that if the célognéﬁ

» the aniatry Wi

auzhong: tdap Y supplies :hlp ment ang p
¥ did not require ¢y
£ o l:nd ge the local -
uy them.
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CHINGFORD AT WAR
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A BRITISH RESTAURANT
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Despite sharing their building for a time with the Wardens and WVS, and Muriel and 5

Edith’s resistance to the possibility of requisition as British Restaurant, it became b T

inevitable that the Council would have the plans approved and the Town Clerk and the
Borough Engineer submitted their plans and estimates to convert it from a school

6. Mornington School. 3 ;_55'.,_,; %

The Towr_l Clerk reported that it was anticipated that approval Bbe k]
would be received from the Ministry of Food to the requisitioning B
of Mornington School for a British Restaurant. b diRE

_ The Borough Engineer submitted a revised plan and estimate bt )
for the conversion of the School for use as a Restaurant, using g"’y
“ie whole of the School building and the house. SR

RECOMMENDED - [5S

T Th?jt the Town Clerk be authorised to submit the revised S
4nd estimate to the Ministry of Food for approval. Bihcss




LN

v P AR <
- P L S

May 2024

Had local decisions been different
the Hall might have been used for
amateur drama 50 years earlier than
it eventually was.

In 1948 The Council Entertainments
Committee is discussing how local
societies can be accommodated for
performances and proposes a block
booking at Chingford County High
School as well as suggesting that
Mornington Hall be adapted into a
theatre. Clearly there was a debate as
the records (right) show the various
considerations between maintaining it
as a catering facility or letting it out as
a venue for performances.

Report and Recommendations of the

Entertainments Committee
Meeting : 8th October, 1948

A. ). Swachan, J.P. (Chairman),
1. \{'. Corder, S, G. Greasey, “r;) S'Al"hkli,;, Franigy

Present : Aldesmen |
&ho and |7

i‘»un:.ll.m
Scully,

. The Minutes of the last meeting, having been cire
\\'crcltakcn 2 read and confirmed. culited,

2. Meeting with Representatives of Local Organizations (il
para. 3 (a), page 1007).~ Consideration was given to ggeRions
put forward at the meeting of the Committee and Tepresentatives
of Socictics in the Borough interested in Entertainments which
immediately preceded this meeting, ‘

RECOMMENDED (1) That consideration of the follow.
ing two suggestions be deferred to the next meeting of (he }
Committee :

(a) That the Borough Council should make application
to the Essex County Council on behalf of local
societies for a block booking of the Hall at the
Chingford County High School on Saturday evenings,
the allocation of dates between the socieites to be
mutually agreed by the Council and all*societies
interested. ¢
That the possibility be explored of local societies
using the Mornington Restaurant as a theatre and of -
the building being adapted for this purpose.

(2) That the Borough Engineer and Pool Superintendest
do submit to this Committee at its next meeting, ’“ﬁgf’“omu
to any accommodation which may be available and sm“.bh fog
the storage of theatrical scenery used by local societies in thelf
productions,

(3) That the Town Clerk do maintain a d"m\dw;
ing the venues and dates of all functions of an entertd all be
nature to be held within the Borough, which diary ; t
available for inspection by any persons interested, at'\d“,;‘h& "
local societies concerned with entertainments be 1V

(®)

LI

notify the Town Clerk of their events for inclusion
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ALMOST A THEATRE

1948 PROPOSAL TO ADAPT THE HALL

ontinued
rant (¢ atering) ¢
Restanrd
on

Mornington Rest®" 750, ;: .
Ext Ly Centre . e 8¢ &
.0 Hill Commt 'l“ 113, 559, 150, 855, 891, 955, 977, ll,,' (“
Kitche : 283, 413, 637, 73,
Metal Trays
Ovens
Posters
Prams 5
School Meals s 65
Tables BB 108
Vegetables from Pimp Hall - e 1459
W.V.S. o 567, 63
Weighing Equipment .. 233, 41
\iornington Restaurant (Encertai ) st

Adaptation as Theatre—1110, 1214, 1232, 1287, 1335, 1385,
1461, 1465, 1478, 1518, 1574, 1575, 1587, 1636, 1711, 179
Applications for Hire—69, 183, 282, 411, 569, 649, 662, 663,
921, 992, 1010, 1112, 1184, 1387, 1302
18

Block Bookings
Casual Bookings ...

o 2 1'82 5 184, 292, 566 ‘
Conditions of Lemngs = : PR, T e e ey
Cotuieia e SR 282, 333, 34
13
Equipment -
Flourescent Lig),u; 8a
B
Half Halt R . 649, 680
;ll-cmxtmem 663; 752‘ m
lano 1
SO . 411, 476, 642
Receipts from Lettin 752, 754, 1111
Stage gs » »
i .69, 1M

. m, 28

of Thogaed o
: | Scene 2
Momtagten 8 1289, 1384

Footpath

THE TITLE CHANGES

Property title registers show that by May
1949 the property had transferred from
the original proprietors Edith and Muriel to
the Chingford Aldermen and Burgesses

C: Charges Register

This register contains any charges and ather matters that affect the land.

Class of Title: Title absolute

Entrynumber Entry date

1 2017-05-10 A Conveyance of the land in this title dated 17 May
1949 made between (1) Edith Margaret Hunt and
Muriel Grace Nix and (2) The Mayor Aldermen and
Burgesses of the borough of Chingford contains
stipulations but neither the original deed nora
certified copy or examined abstract thereof was
produced on first registration.

2 2017-05-10 The land is subject to the lease set outin the

schedule of leases hereto.

3 Registration Date  :10.05.2017
Property Description : Mornington Hall

Dateof Lease  :09.06.2004
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g CHOCOLATE SPONGE & WHITE SAUCE
A

I 9

s 2t Carol Mills,

athe o CADOS member
oy P and Chingford
s'.;:‘iff:, resident, has a
b distinct memory
‘.f:j of her son Trevor
ot and his

i reaction to the

ol e school dinners at
e Mornington Hall.
A Teachers told her
BTG that during the
A lunch time walk,

Trevor had made
his feelings known

WL
- o~
3 gl
Sfrun
v,‘q » 4
e
oY

et | by sitting down in
f.;.f‘._\_,.'(: the middle of
et Station Road and
e 5 refusing to move.
:‘::P\r Trevor was only
!_J"fﬁ\'ﬂ persuaded to get
g Ay up by the
"; ¥e reassurance that
> he would no
5, longer have to
’N’ % have his lunches
S there. Instead his
L i father, who
%;’{‘ worked nearby,
s=&-5l The council decided to keep the hall as a venue for catering would turn up on
{*v:i)- within the borough. Many Chingford residents have his motorbike and
si#2f] childhood memories of the hall being used as the place Trevorwould
weid  where they went for their school lunches. contentedly eat his
ey . . sandwiches from
E;’ﬁy.. Several primary schools would walk their classes the bikes sidecar.
= ] inthrees ‘crocodile’ fashion to the hall for a hot
NG f meal. Classic 1960s dishes feature fondly

AT in several recollections, with chocolate

v#%,.] sponge and white sauce and prunes
] with pink custard being mentioned

«] with a smile by one resident.

Another described that as a

| post-war child who moved

+| from Silvertown this was

the best meal of his day.

N7
3 35
-~

. %
5
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AMPLIFICATION MAY
IN THIS HALL.[expt ¢
FAILURE TO OBSERVE
“AMS MAY RESULT

'.N;f
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N
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4
The Hall in 1992

COMMUNITY MEMORIES
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HALL FOR HIRE

A PLACE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS

For the next three decades, the hall was
hired out by Chingford council for events
and parties.

During this time, Ray Reynolds, worked as a
DJ and entertainer and recalled many
children’s parties (where his monkey puppet
went down well), 18th and 21st celebrations
as well as other milestone birthdays and an-
niversaries. To this day, the hall is in great
demand for use by families and groups who
want to mark their special occasions.

idler (son of Linda Vidler) Darren with friends e
at a playgroup Easter Party @
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HALL FOR HIRE :

A PLACE FOR FITNESS AND WELLBEING

A i
y Doug in ‘Hanumanasana’ pose, circa 1985
AL

e W
-

-

: 2
.}J t “
. ¥

Chingford resident, Barbara lves, remembers
attending yoga sessions held at the hall during
the 1980s.

Sessions were run by Doug Dyas (pictured above)
and then by Barbara herself. The association of the

hall with health and
fithess continues.
Barbara, still attends the
Weds Tai Chi sessions
and Yoga, Fitsteps,
Zumba, Folk Dancing
and Mini-Athletics for
youngsters, all feature
on the regular weekly
booking sheet for the
benefit of locals.

:

Barbara taking up her poses, circa 1985
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1994 — 5004
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Arts & Leisyye |

CADOS AS CUSTODIANS
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HALL FOR SALE

CADOS SEEKS A NEW HOME

After several decades of hires, the hall is beginning to fall into disrepair
and Chingford council begins to look at the possibility of selling it.
CADQOS is struggling to pay the costs of putting on shows at other local halls and now
explores the idea of taking over Mornington Hall to use for rehearsals and
performances but to also keep it as a community space.

O e ol
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HALL FOR SALE

CADOS MAKES ITS BID

A Chingford Guardian article
reports that CADOS is trying to
save the hall

5 DATED 9" e 2004

Images of the 50 year lease on the hall that was
signed on 9th June 2004 by John Williams and

Steve Ranger as CADOS Trustees

Players §
in bid to |

The future of Mornington Hall as a
community venue has been saved
thanks to last-minute talks between the
council and the Chingford Amateur
Dramatic and Operatic Society
(CADOS).

The council initially decided to sell off the
hall at The Green, Station Road,
Chingford and its future looked bleak early
last week when residents called the
Guardian to say it had been placed on the
website of chartered surveyors Strettons.
If a suitable tenant was not found, allowing
the hall to be hired out to other local
groups, it would have been auctioned off
to a private firm on February 9. CADOS
has now secured a 50-year lease on
Mornington Hall, however, and although it
will be using the hall three or four week-
day evenings for its own classes, the hall
will be available for hire throughout the
rest of the week. CADOS chairman John
Williams said that the drama group had
saved the hall for the community and said
it was now time for the community come
forward and help CADOS.” He said “It was

THE MAYOR AND BURGESSES OF THE
LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM FOREST (1)

PHEN RAYMOND RANGER being the Trustees.
r

STEI
for the time being of Chingford Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society

- relatingto -
Mornington Hall, The Green Walk,
chi

e T RS

Mr Satish
Head of Legal and Democratic Services 84 REVL
Town Hi

PARTICULARS

1. DATE OF THIS DEED a¥ e 2004

2. LANDLORD THE MAYOR AND BURGESSES OF THE
LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM
FOREST of Town Hall Forest Road
Walthamstow London E17 4JF

3. TENANT JOHN CLIVE WILLIAMS of 1 Mermyhill
Close Chingford London EA4 7PT and
and STEPH;

JOHN CLIVE WILLIAMS

LEASE

Ay

COMMENCEMENT DATE

a* Juna 2004
ingford, London E4 DEMISED PREMISES

o

The building known as Momington Hall
The Green Walk Chingford London o
and shown edged fed on the plan
o red herato

" ﬁ;vaﬁg per annum. Payable quarterly in
Forest Road

Walthamstow

~

- RENT COMMENCEMENT D
i ATE 2004
E17 4JA P JERM

50 years from and including the
Tol: 020 8527 5544 Ext: ‘commencement date
Ref: LE/BT/49104 9. USER

a very passionate night at the meeting of
the North Chingford Community Council
recently. There was such feeling there”.
The exact amount of rent to be paid has
not been disclosed but for the first five
years it will be reduced while CADOS pays
for renovation of the hall. “We are appeal-
ing for anybody out there to come forward
and help us in any way,” said Mr Williams.
"If there are any building firms in the area
that would help us with the building plans,
or people with

fund-raising ideas, we would ai like to hear
from them." The deal struck between
CADOS and the council is still subject to
survey and contract but is expected to go
through without a hitch. Keith Rayner,
cabinet member for corporate services,
said: "An agreement has been reached
with CADOS, and the details are being
finalised by the council's legal department.
| am optimistic this means that Mornington
Hall's future as a community facility for
Chingford residents has been secured."

Guardian article reporting CADOS’s
work in saving the hall
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CADOS MOVES IN

Society Committee Meeting
minutes from April 2004 give a
flavour of what an enormous
undertaking the move into the
hall was.

Alongside the usual business of re-
hearsals, show publicity and mem-
bership fees, there were the issues
of a new constitution, fixing lighting
and fencing, organising possible
hires of the hall, fundraising efforts
for the considerable amount of ren-
ovation work and the business of
transferring the items of scenery,
props and costumes from Chepping
Hall to Mornington Hall. CADOS
and the community owe a great
deal to the committee members at
that time whose drive, organisation
and commitment enabled the hall to
be to be given this new lease of life.

8.Membership
A new la_dy called Suzanna telephoned and there is
information) ;

also a new lady called Lesley. (No further

Jan has organised a list of peopls

g Ple who still owe subs. Mirand
probllem with her bank account and money had been taken ou
:gzr\cd C/I\DQS. It !\as now hgen sorted out, but she said this could also haye happened to
s peop! e'\\‘ho paid by standing order. It was said that if we had had a second bank
5 emir{L \\l_uch Was requested months ago, this would have been picked up beforehand and
“.ic”pcr;)mcglldc?uﬁed by June of last year. Jan intends to speak to people individually. She

5 o i 7 7

momemp a letter to those who are behind with their payments and not in rehearsal at the
9.Chepping Hall
To remove the 2 conlai_ncrs will cost £1,500. David Kelly will offer them to the new
leaseholders. We are still paying £8.62 a day for rent and insurance because the containers are
ours. Roz has sent a che_que to close off the water. She has also got the forms regarding the
business rates. £66.49 will be transferred to Mornington Hall from Chepping.

a said that there had been a

Mornington Hall
Steve, Paul & Jan have worked at the hall this last weekend. They have replaced the fence at
the front. Unfortunately the water meter is behind the gate (Which they were unaware of)
The “Meet the Locals evening on the 9" July was successful. 18/20 people turned up. John
did not have much to say, but Kevin gave out some forms regarding the “Friends of
Mornington Hall”. There has been an initial meeting of the “Friends”. Kevin Wyatt will be
chairman. There will be 3 members of CADOS Steve, Bob & Detta (who will be treasurer)
and also some from the community council. They will formalise the constitution. At the
Assembly Hall yesterday, 4 people paid £10 to become a “Friend of Mornington”.
On Sunday the ceiling panels and framework will be removed. The fluorescent tubes will
eventually be replaced. It is hoped that the roof and ceiling work will be completed by the
following week.
Will and Steve intend to make a list of all the work required. So that we can arrange some
form of funding. We need to have an overall costing to apply for this though.
Roz has tried to apply to the Arts Council for a grant of £1,500 in respect of moving costs.
The biggest expenditure will be converting the toilet behind the kitchen.
There is possibly a source of money for this project. John is looking into the possibility of
Capital funding. Will is going to speak to John on this matter.
We had had quite a few hirers. The first outside non-charitable hiring was at the weekend.
There is the possibility that we may be able to hire the hall to the Chingford Wine makers on
a Friday evening.
Due to the lack of daytime hirers we do not have anyone to open and close the hall. We do
have a caretaker/cleaner once a week. The electrical heater cabinets do not work and will be
removed.
Steve will sort out a new clock and bring it to the hall.
Publicity
The A4, A3 posters and flyers are done. We do not have the tickets yet an_d they will go to the
Patrons first. Paul will take the flyers to the shop and pass them to Cathy in due course. The
people who do the T shirts and Sweatshirts also do Mugs, Key rings ete. Paul will price them

and they may be available.
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THE FIRST PERFORMANCE

'

\

. 2
' l 1

FINGEOND AMATEUR DRAMATY: & ORERATE S0C Ty rousonn 1eus seamremn s e | ™™ Only five months after
moving into the hall, CADOS
CAD OS was able to put on its first
by amangamant with Serrumi French L1y « production there from the
Present... 13th - 16th October 2004.

.
)
= 0

This was the musical ‘The
Boyfriend’ by Sandy Wilson.
| It seems appropriate that
by CADOS;s first show in
Sandy Wikson ' Mornington is a story set in a
Directed by Detta Anderson . school in the 1920s, the very
Musical Director lan Br%okma:\ ‘ decade that Edith and Muriel
e | created the building and for the
J yous = — same purpose. Admittedly,

el o A . )
'-a;a;,."' Welcome to our House-Warming! their school was not in France
R
‘-* y oY . Well it feals a bit Ike one, as this u;'r_m' :cttl ful ﬁr.t‘tn.tzgrf;m.'.: \.:! | and was not JUSt for young
Sr TN Hall, which is set 1o be our home for the next Ity y RTOOR (Tisty . . ’
LN nths of work and negotiation to get the lease here and we have many ladies like Madame Dubonnet’s
3 “ L\, 2 a of 10 tum the building into how we would ke 0 .
o years of work aheac of us 1o W QUK ; S0 eyl
e : see it. A big thank you to éveryone who has helped us get this far, and | eStablIShment
g .‘;.c 1o those who will be helping in the future e | are .
3 ,_“"‘ b Although | have not personally been nvo ved in the rehearsa s‘ ",,,. :“ AS John WI”IamS, the Chalr at
s Boyfriend’ | am sure it must have béen quite a strange rehearsd ;| = ) . .
R 1« on the busking Going 0n around those fencarsing AN In between rehearsals <o the time, says in his
5 g e with work on the busiding GO ' q ' y entered the buik .
< = . what 10 expect to find each ime they entered the
5 & that those involved were not sure what 5'-‘#‘::‘-4:?"' from within Our own ranks, and the programme notes it must have
N na. So. all credit 1o Detta, yot another néw ‘imbhossiile - aolt polished 1 i i
Y 1 "-.“ ¢ h ving achieved what, at timas, must have folt Impossie = ¢ ting a polished | felt like an incredible
» ca O -V y ~
e ; ceambled 1o place before you, our audionces - | .
perfofmance sssembled to pace bera'e Y LR o intorval rofreshments, please | achievement.
s you sit waiting for the show slan, « ol R4 > in of it for the
e 2% few moments to take a look around at the bullding and share our visioh O I = -
Y 5 lake'a few eoirad 1o help us in any way, and hopefully you wil be. please contact |
"' % futyre. If you are InSpIree = T Il be delighted to discuss the opportunitios with you. It)
. '-’ any CHDOS men ';.J' 7 e ..M.'“:d- be :)m:r\q mnvolved In any ',mn!..l tions ~ we need hep |
T . » ecessanly have 0 ' . . ]
-5 W does not ne )r" p ’ :l/h ..';s from fundralsing 10 hard labour 10 SoUrcing mater "‘ - |
y th any number O { e 3 v in th rroun s
Wt . - e nd @njoy the show — the first of many | ) thesg now surrounding |
B2 vl And then relax @ y Sy »w home! _ |
hR 3 You are, indeed, vefy welcome 10 Our né s witliams CADOS Chairman
g 2 » -
e R e ——
gy L ————— :
Iy
A Mg} 8
|+ ‘ol _\H_
. > N G T
o R RS Yo teh s "’»
;.f".\:‘h P _'{;‘. T i
ANy = anlva S04
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A GROWING VISION

THE WORK CONTINUES$

Mormington Hall has been refurbished and improved

New look for
Mornin_gtpn Hall

* Refurbi d home of Chingford Arr
* More use now ilabl

ic & Operatic Society

_= currently used as storage says Fran Chalkwright, Chair
for props but CADOS plans  of GADOS. “We will have
to hire out the refurbished abetter space for our own
room and build new storage activities and we will soon
space atthe rearof thehall.  be able to hire the hall out to
#8  Other works include installing o ity
aramp for access to the
garden, insulating the roof and
Upgrading the disabled tollet. planned, with productions
GADOS has performed of ‘Ohl What a lovely war
musicals and other - and ‘Mol Flanders'. We are
productions in the Chingford  always happy to hear from
area for more than 60 years  people who want to be
as well as running sessions for  involved in the productions or
younger people. The Soclety  supporting the group.”
welcomes new members -

hall - a former Word War Il
* army restaurant and school

Mornington Hall, home
of Chingford Amateur

Dramati ; e Jouli Hher scoirg More info
Society (CADOS), has been  small community groups in  or backstage staff. 3
4  the. fur - “When completed, the | For more information on
v R A oilores ko o CADOS call Fran Chalkwright
dite " 0N 020 8926 7413.

The vision for the hall continued to develop over the following years.

The upstairs area of what had once been the bedroom of Muriel and Edith’s school-
house had been used to store props and costumes. In 2010, it was converted into studio
space that could then be hired out to generate more income to cover the renovations
and lease and provide another space for local community groups to use.

At the same time a large
free standing wooden
storage shed was
created at the back of
hall . This multi-purpose
space complete with a
mezzanine floor was used
to house the stocks of
scenery, props and
costumes . It is still a vital
area for CADOS today,
undergoing a re-fit last
summer and is still
affectionately known to
members as ‘the chalet’.
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A COMMUNITY ASSET
KEEPING CREATIVITY ALIVE

Mornington Hall is now used by a range of local people of all ages and
backgrounds, from our youngest users in the Baby Sensory Group to some of our
longest standing hirers such as the Folk Dance Group and Chingford
Horticultural Society.

BALLROOM DANCE
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Above: Members of CADOS organise tea and cakes in the hall to support the
annual Chingford Village Festival that that takes place on the neighbouring
village green. Below: tea break for the Folk Dancers our longest standing hirers

- iﬁ"'

\ ;" R et v
RN

=,



May 2024

A GROWING VISION
THE WORK CONTINUES$
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CADOS members and patrons
give their time willingly to
maintain the hall: Toilets
re-floored, new heating
installed, walls repainted,
outside walls and storage
areas repainted, curtaining
hung, flooring restored, van-
dalism cleaned up, new clock
hung and ivy pruned back.
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A VOLUNTEER FORCE

FOR MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP

lonne ||

Our volunteers run fundraising events and apply for grants in order to pay for all
the maintenance and upkeep
Top row: Levelling out the lawn, the topsoil arrives, cutting back the
bushes, clearing the gutters; Middle row: Re-seeding the grass, rebuilding the
wooden storage area, weeding and planting, replacing the front paving;
Bottom row: creating a front flower bed, fitting a new secure front door,
refurbishing the kitchen, installing a defibrillator
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ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS

CELEBRATING TOGETHER

A Musical Play
celebrating

~ the centenary of our venue

20744

s ~ B o
§_§ ‘ 5 5 0935 \ Script and Lyrics
Rﬁ’f‘,\‘ ‘] ‘A‘ﬁ‘,\'f'fcadé"swoﬁ F by Theresa Rendle
".“" " auses .~Qr,g = :’ Music by Marcus Scroop
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In Summer 2023, CADOS used a London Borough of Waltham Forest grant in
order to commission the creation of a film and a play to commemorate this history
of the hall. Local film-maker, Linda McDonald-Cairns and writer, Theresa Rendle
undertook research, engaged with local Chingford residents and historical sources to
produce two wonderful works: A play with music (by CADOS member Marcus Scroop)
entitled ‘Beyond The Bricks’ performed in May 2024 and a short documentary (narrated
by CADOS members Fran Chalkwright and Tom Adlam) presented in June 2024. A
cabaret evening of songs and music across the ten decades is due to round off the
anniversary in October 2024.

Sincere thanks go to the following
for their invaluable contributions to
the research and creation of our
special commemoration events:
Theresa Rendle
Linda McDonald-Cairns
Jacky Logan
Jerome Farrell
Fran Chalkwright
Rosalind Zalicks
Darren Vidler
Carol Mills
Steve Ranger
Paul Daynes of NODA
CADOS Committee
CADOS Patrons
CADOS Members
Chingford Historical Society

. . Vestry House Museum
Stills from the short film about the hall All those who shared stories with us
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